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PSYCHOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 527 

Part IV treats in forty-five pages of conditions depending directly on 
disease affecting the motor functions, paralysis, spasm, etc. 

While items of psychological interest will be found in other sec- 
tions, it is in the second that the psychologist will come upon familiar 
captions like "The Visual Perception of Space," "Unconscious Con- 
clusions," "Of Corresponding Points," and "The Horopter." And here 
he will find a good deal that is the result of fresh and first-hand obser- 
vation, particularly with reference to physiological questions, but 
much also of Helmholtzian psychologizing which, by present stand- 
ards, may be justly described as antique. The section is, however, one 
■which no psychologist dealing with the phenomena of space percep- 
tion will do well to neglect altogether — in especial a couple of pages of 
friendly criticism upon recent psychological studies of eye move- 
ments in space perception. E. C. S. 

Osservazioni cliniche ed anatomiche sulle demenze post-afoplettiche. 
DoTT. G. MiNGAZZiNi, Rivista Sperimentale di Freniatria, 1897, 
Vol. 23, p. 821. 

A point worthy of special note is the extreme emotivity of some of 
the patients which results in spasmodic weeping and laughing. The 
physio-anatomical reason of such disturbances has been referred by 
Brussoud to the involvement of some special classes of nerve fibres. 
According to him, along the anterior segment and the lance of the 
internal capsule, there run little bundles of cortical fibres, which ex- 
tend to the centres of co-ordination of the mimetic muscles, situ- 
ated in the thalamus. If a lesion is situated simply in contact with 
the anterior segment, it would have the effect of irritating the fibres 
which pass there; if, on the contrary, it involved the segment itself, the 
effect would be of a paralytic nature; in both cases the cortex would 
lose the power of regulating the mimetic centres situated in the 
thalamus and these wouldrespond to all peripheral impressions, hence 
there would arise, sometimes spasmodic laughing, sometimes spas- 
modic weeping, which the patient would be unable to control. 

"I have observed a true case of spasmodic weeping in two patients 
(Antonini and Valeri) who, whenever they attempted to reply to any 
question, broke into uncontrollable weeping. Sometimes a stimulus 
of such a nature, as to be entirely independent of every sad thought 
was sufficient to induce the weeping. In the first case (Antonini), 
there existed bilateral lesions of the lenticular nucleus which on the 
right side was situated near the anterior segment of the internal cap- 
sule. In the second patient (Valeri) was found on the left side a 
lesion of the putam.en and of the internal membrane of the globus 
pallidus." Thkodatb L. Smith. 

Hygiene of Nerves and Mind in Health and Disease. By A. Forbi.' 
Authorized translation from the second German edition by H. A. 
Aikins. New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1907. pp. x, 343. 

M. Forel's work is a compendium of psychology, physiology, path- 
ology and hygiene, dominated and unified by the author's well-known 
monistic philosophy. It is written with all the reformer's enthusiasm, 
which carries the reader triumphantly over a mass of details that, 
otherwise presented, would be dry enough. The defect of this quality 
is, of course, a one-sidedness that makes the book distinctly irritating 
to the specialist. There can, however, be no doubt that its general 
influence will be wholesome. 

The translation is very uneven. Alongside of much careful work we 
find slips of grammar ("a dozen children of the same parents devi- 
ate from each other"), disturbing colloquialisms ("precious little 
can be gotten out of the words Nature and Natural"), uncertain- 



